Dear Sir!
Your paper ran a story last week in which the death of Noel Stanton, leader of the Jesus Army (JA), was reported.

The comments from readers which have been appended to the on line version of the story are characteristically eulogistic, although I note that at least one has been removed following complaints concerning its suitability. I would surmise it carried criticism of some kind!

I became a junior leader of the JA but in the eighties. Shortly after, digging deep into my fragile reserves of courage, I left. This was because I had come to the conclusion, partly as a result of my sociological research at Warwick University, that the sect had all the hallmarks of being a cult.  I have done my very best ever since to draw attention to the harmful aspects of the sect. I prompted the Evangelical Alliance and the Baptist Union to investigate their suitability for affiliate membership, and both organisations agreed that their membership should be withdrawn (albeit that the Evangelical Alliance agreed to restore it many years later). I believe that, if nothing else, I have made it somewhat easier for others to follow in my footsteps and leave!
In order to provide a central point of contact, I launched a website called JEANNI (Jesus Army News, Networking and Information) earlier this decade. It has now been visited nearly 7,000 times. Through it, I have been contacted by many people whose lives have been traumatised by their membership of, or association with, the JA. I have spent literally hundreds of hours writing to, or visiting, people who have suffered genuine, sometimes severe, emotional and psychological distress. 
Financial assistance to those who have left the sect is limited and discretionary. On one occasion I made a 500 mile round trip in a day to personally help out a young man who had recently left the sect and was in dire financial straits. Nor have I any reason to disbelieve the allegations that involvement with the JA has been responsible for a significant number of suicides.

Some people have described Noel Stanton as ‘humble’ and ‘inspirational’. They certainly aren’t words which I would use! It was Stanton who, in the early eighties, established a system of yearly appraisals for those who were ‘covenanted’ members of the sect’s community. My abiding memory of him will be the occasion when I overheard another leader very nervously ask Stanton what the procedure would be for his own (Stanton’s) yearly appraisal. To say that he flew into a rage would be the only way to describe his response; nor was this an isolated incident. 
 I myself, along with many others, shall remember him as a coercive bully boy! 

